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Burundi 

Food Assistance to Affected Popula-

tions of Political Violence in Burundi 

Highlights 
 The nutrition screening carried out in the province of Makamba shows a Global Acute 

Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 7.3 percent. WFP in cooperation with partners is 

preparing to assist the affected people through a targeted supplementary feeding 

and a blanket supplementary feeding operation in the area.  

 WFP is preparing to carry out the second round of general food distributions (in 

Kirundo, Makamba and Bujumbura Mairie) and the first round of blanket 

supplementary feeding in Kirundo. The operations are planned early in August and 

around 2,000 mt of food will be distributed. 

 According to the UNHCR statistics, Burundians seeking asylum in neighboring 

countries are estimated at around 180,135 Burundians (as of 1 August 2015). 

 
Situation Update 
 On 23 July, Burundi’s Electoral Commission CENI announced the provisional results of 

the 21 July presidential elections. President Nkurunziza was declared the winner, 

taking 69.4 percent of the overall vote. Overall voter turnout was announced as 73.4 

percent. 

 On the 27 July, the UN Electoral Observation Mission (MENUB) released a statement 

describing the presidential elections as peaceful, but noting that the overall 

environment was not conducive to an inclusive, free and credible electoral process. 

MENUB reiterated the UN SG’s call “for the cessation of all forms of violence respect 

of basic human rights and resumption of dialogue.” 

 After the announcement of the results of presidential elections, a Burundian 

government spokesman said President Pierre Nkurunziza is committed to forming a 

national unity government, adding that there is a necessity to review the Constitution 

in order to accommodate the provisions in this regard. 

 The new National Assembly opened on 26 July. Agathon Rwasa, leader of the Mizero 

Y’Abarundi coalition, attended the opening along with several of his supporters. On 

30 July, he was  elected as a deputy speaker of parliament with the support of the 

ruling party. Charles Nditije, the leader of the UPRONA component of the coalition 

did not attend, but Rwasa insisted this does not signify any split within the coalition. 

According to local media, attendance at the session was relatively high, with 104 out 

of 121 (85 percent) of lawmakers taking their seats.  

 AU human rights observers and military experts received from the Burundian 

government, on 28 July, the green light to deploy in Burundi. The deployment was 

recommended by the Resolution of the AU Peace and Security Council that met on 13 

June in Johannesburg to help the country recover from the political crisis in which it is 

immersed. The human rights observers will monitor the situation on the ground and 

report on possible violations of human rights and international humanitarian law. The 

military experts will verify, in collaboration with the Government and other 

stakeholders, the disarmament of “militias” and other armed groups.  

 The persistent fear of the upsurge of a civil conflict has caused extensive migration of 

the Burundians into neighboring Rwanda, Tanzania, DRC and Uganda. The most 

recent UNHCR reports state that 179,514 sought refuge in neighboring countries 

since April this year. 

 
In numbers 
 

People affected: 270,000 

Provinces affected: Makamba, Kirundo, Bujumbura 

Mairie 
People displaced: Figure unavailable 

People in need of food assistance: 100,000 (1st phase, 
GFD [June –September) 
 

Funding Update:  

IR-EMOP 200851 (USD1.5 million) was approved and 
funded through WFP’s  Immediate Response Account 
(IRA) to meet the needs of 25,000 for the initial three-
months. 

Additional needs generated by the current crisis 
amount to approximately USD 22 million. These are 
being incorporated into PRRO 200655 through a budget 
revision that is under preparation 

FFP/USAID has contributed USD 1 million to the PRRO 
to support the emergency response.  
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WFP Response 
 The nutrition screening in Makamba, province near the Tanzanian border 

shows a global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate of 7.3 percent of which 

1percent of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). In 2014, the GAM 

prevalence in Makamba province was at 2.5 percent. This rapid increase in 

the prevalence of GAM combined with massive displacement and food 

insecurity has created an alarming nutrition situation that needs to be 

addressed to prevent further deterioration. The findings will be presented 

on August 5th during a workshop that will be held in Makamba . 

Consequently, WFP in cooperation with partners, is preparing to assist the 

people affected through a targeted supplementary feeding and a blanket 

supplementary feeding to prevent undernutrition in the area.  

Food Assistance  

 WFP is preparing the second round of GFD scheduled from 9-17 August in 

the targeted provinces (Kirundo, Makamba, and Bujumbura Mairie) as 

well as Blanket Supplementary Feeding destined to children aged 6-23 

months and PLW (in Kirundo and Makamba).  The first round of blanket 

feeding is planned for early August in Kirundo. Cooperating partners 

namely Burundian Red Cross, International Medical Corps and 

Administrative Authorities are fully engaged. 

 Logistics 

 WFP Logistics is preparing to dispatch around 2,000 mt of food in 

Makamba, Kirundo and Bujumbura Mairie to be delivered to the people 

affected by the current crisis. Around 500 mt are planned for blanket 

feeding in Kirundo, while around 1,500 mt will be distributed in form of 

GFD in the 3 targeted provinces.   
 Problems of accessibility to some distribution sites in the Province of 

Kirundo have been reported where big trucks from commercial 

transporters were not able to reach some food delivery points for the 

emergency operation in the North due to the bad condition of roads. 

Smaller trucks were used as a solution to the problem.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Contacts    

 Claude Kakule (Head of Programmes): 

claude.kakule@wfp.org/+257 71 449 183 

 Michel Rwamo (Reports and Communication Officer): 

michel.rwamo@wfp.org/+257 79 838 593 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clusters 

 Clusters are not yet activated  

Partnerships  

 WFP is partnering with Red Cross Burundi (BRC) and IMC for the general 

food distribution and blanket supplementary feeding to nutritionally 

vulnerable groups, with oversight and support from WFP Bujumbura office 

as well as Gitega, Ngozi and Cibitoke sub-office. 

 WFP/BRC/OXFAM will sign partnership contract to help capacity build BRC 

volunteers involved in GFD in Kabonga, Nyanza Lac commune. OXFAM will 

also help in PDM reports and assist WFP in the registering of beneficiaries, 

validation of lists of beneficiaries,  preparation of GFD plans with the BRC, 

transfer capacity on food distribution to the BRC, supervise GFD and 

produce timely GFD reports and a final report of the entire GFD activity at 

the end of the exercise. This partnership will end in October. 

  WFP is also partnering with UNICEF in a joint nutrition project to be 

carried out in Kirundo and Makamba. 

 Another joint project with UNICEF, FAO, UNFPA, and UN Women on food 

security and nutrition is under preparation.  

Resourcing Update  

 For the next six months (July-December), the country office will face 

cumulative shortfalls of around USD6.2 million under the present 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO). The critical shortfalls 

will begin in October if no resources are made available. Note that the 

PRRO is undergoing a budget revision to accommodate additional needs .  

While the country office addresses the needs brought about by the 

current crisis, it is essential to ensure ongoing programmes continue to be 

funded so as to continue normal programming, otherwise many already 

very food insecure families may find themselves even more vulnerable 

and liable to be impacted by the crisis. 
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